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WHITE                                                            THE OCTAVE DAY OF CHRISTMAS 

ST. BERNARD CHURCH 
1 SAINT BERNARD LANE  *  BELLA VISTA, AR 72715 

www.bvstbernard.org  e-mail  office@bvstbernard.org 
office  (479)855-9069  *  Fax  (479) 855-9067 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Barnabas Maria-Susai, IMS 
Pastor 
Phillip Fredrich 
Parish Manager 
Katie Green 
Office Manager 
Roxanne Birchfield 
Finance 
Kay Smith 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Howard Hunt 
Director of R.C.I.A. 
Ann Kedrowski 
Choir Director 
Musician 
Dipendra Sunam 
Joe Moloney 
Maintenance  
 
 
Office Hours 
Monday thru Thursday  8:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 
            (Office closed on Friday) 
 
 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday    9:00a.m. 
Monday, Tuesday,     8:30a.m. 
   Thursday and Friday   
Wednesday    6:00p.m. 
Saturday (Sunday Vigil)  5:00p.m. 
Holy Day (Vigil)   7:00p.m. 
Holy Day    9:00a.m. 
 
 
 

 
 

Reconciliation Schedule 
Wednesday-5:30p.m.; Saturday-4:15p.m.-
4:45p.m: Sunday-8:15a.m.-8:30a.m.  Please call 
the Parish Office if an appointment is needed. 
 
Baptisms 
By appointment.  Preparation classes required. 
 
First Communion 
Two  years  in  a  religious  education  class  is            
required for the Sacrament of First Communion. 
 
Confirmation 
Two years enrolled and attending class is  
required for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
Marriage 
Preparation  must  begin  a  minimum  of  six 
months  before  a  proposed wedding  date 
whether  in  this  church or any other. Dates will 
be finalized after consultation with the pastor. 
 
Prayer Intention Book 
Special  intentions  may be  recorded in  the 
Prayer  Intention Book located  in  the  Lobby of 
the Church. The  book  is  brought  to  the  altar 
at  presentation  of  the  gifts. 
 
Hospitalized/Homebound 
The sick and homebound of the parish can      
arrange Holy Communion by calling the Parish 
Office.  (855-9069) 
 
FOOD PANTRY 
Our food pantry is open for those in need on 
Tuesday each week from 9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
If you are new to our parish, we would like to        
welcome you and invite you to become a member of 
our parish.  Membership cards are available in the 
Lobby or you may ask an Usher for one. You are   
always welcome to come by the office and register. 



            WHITE                                                      JANUARY 1, 2012   

 
 
 
Monday 
 
Monday 
01-02-12 

 
 
 
 

†  
   
† Roland LaBrie 
      By Dee LaBrie 
                  

Tuesday  
01-03-12 

† Bob Etzel 
      By Luci and Harold 
          Vanhorn           
            

 

Wednesday 
01-03-12 

 † Alice Smith   
      By Maxine Vogan 

Thursday 
01-04-12 

 

† Carol Norris 
      By Warren & Kay 
           Smith 

 

Saturday 
01-07-12 

 

Intentions for All    
Parishioners & Visitors 
        By Fr. Barnabas 
† Reparation of the  
   Immaculate Heart of    
       Mary 
      
          
           
 

 

Friday 
01-05-12 

† Ellen Marie Beasley 
    Lloyd Beasley 
      By Barbara Morrison                              

01-03--Tuesday 
8:30a.m. - Mass 
9:00a.m - 1:00pm - Food Pantry open 
11:30a.m.- 1:00p.m. - AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
 
 

01-04-Wednesday   
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.- AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
5:30p.m.-Reconciliation 
6:00p.m. – Mass 
6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.- AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
6:00p.m.8:30p.m.-Teen Youth Ministry 
Conference Room-Parish Office 
6:30p.m.-7:30p.m.-KC Officers Meeting-Library 
6:30p.m.-9:00p.m.-Choir Practice 
7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.-RCIA- Room 203 
 
 
 

01-05–Thursday 
8:30a.m.– Mass 
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.- AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
5:30p.m.-8:00p.m. - Bingo-Hall 
 
 
 

01-06-Friday 
8:30a.m.-Mass 
9:00a.m.-Our Lady of Refuge Prayer Group - 
Chapel 
9:00a.m.-Noon - Mah Jongg   
9:30a.m.-10:30a.m.-Women’s Club Board 
Meeting-Library 
 
 
 

01-07-Saturday 
7:30a.m.-10:00a.m.-Men’s Club Breakfast 
Meeting - Hall 
9:30a.m. -1st Saturday Mass 
11:30a.m.- 1:00p.m.- AA Mtg.- Room 202a/b 
4:15p.m.- 4:45p.m.- Reconciliation 
5:00p.m.-Mass 
6:00p.m.- 7:30p.m.- AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
 
 

01-08-Sunday 
8:15a.m.-8:45a.m. Reconciliation 
9:00a.m.– Mass 
10:30a.m.-12:00p.m.-Youth Education in  
Chapel and Hall 

   
 
 
 

       
 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR  
December 25 - December 31, 2011 

 VOCATIONS CROSS 

   January 8:   
     Joe & Dorleen Kessler 

    January 7: 
       Bernie & Diana Zerr 

01-01-Sunday 
8:15a.m.-8:45a.m. Reconciliation 
9:00a.m. - Mass   
10:30a.m.-12:00p.m.-Youth Education in  
Chapel and Hall 
 

01-02-Monday  
8:30a.m.-Mass 
OFFICE CLOSED 
11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.- AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.- AA Mtg - Room 202a/b 
6:00p.m.-9:00p.m.-Canasta-Hall 
7:00p.m.-8:00p.m.- Al-Anon-Room 203 
 

Sunday (01-01-12) . . . 
For the Living and Deceased †    mem-

bers of Our Parish, especially 
Alice Smith 

                

 

Saturday, January 7: 
 

Tom & Marlene Murray  
Linda Malloy 

 
 
 

Sunday, January 8: 
 

Gene & Helen Blatz 
 

Phone Number (855-9069)  
and Extensions 

Office   100 
Manager  101 
Pastor   102 
Finance  104 
Volunteer  106 
Education Bldg 107 
Adoration  108 
Kitchen  110 
Library  111 
Maintenance  112 
Youth Ed  114 

 
 

GENERAL MESSAGES: 
office@bvstbernard.org 

MANAGER: 
 manager3@bvstbernard.org 

FINANCE: 
finance3@bvstbernard.org 

PASTOR: 
barnabasmsusai@gmail.com 

SECRETARY: 
katie3@bvstbernard.org 

 

GIFT BEARERS WEEKLY CALENDAR OF  
EVENTS CONT’D 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

E-MAIL INFORMATION 

 

 

January 7th and 8th is  
food pantry weekend-non 

perishables only. 
Please be generous with people 

in need.   
 
 

 
      WE WELCOMED 

 
DECEMBER 17    281  
DECEMBER 18    419 
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WOMEN’S VOCATIONS RETREAT 
 

The Vocations Office of the Diocese of Little Rock 
is holding a Women’s Vocations Retreat at            

St. John’s Catholic Center in Little Rock over the 
dates of January 13-14, 2012. This is a 24-hour   

retreat dedicated to a woman’s personal reflection  
of God’s will in her life. There will also be  

opportunities to meet with religious sisters from the 
12 religious communities at work in the Diocese.  

 
For additional information, go to 

www.dolr.org/offices/youth/cymcalendar.php 
and click on Women’s Vocational Retreat or  

call Maria Izquierdo at (501) 664-0340.  
 

***************************** 
 

RELIGIOUS GIVE THANKS 
 

A Benedictine nun writes: “We ask God to  
bless the faithful who made contributions in order to 
help us in our retirement. “Senior Catholic sisters, 

brothers and religious order priests offer their    
heartfelt thanks and prayers for your donation to   

the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
 

*************************** 
 

POST-ABORTION SUPPORT GROUP 
  

Do you feel alone, hurting or unforgiven from a past 
abortion?  The Respect Life Office, through Project 

Rachel, is starting a support group, beginning     
February 20, 2012.  The spiritual journey lasts 11 
weeks, with small groups of 6-8.  Groups will be 

formed in Little Rock, Fayetteville, Ft. Smith and 
Hot Springs.  

 
All names & meeting places are strictly confiden-

tial.  
For details call (501) 664-0340, ext. 357.**  

  
All inquiries must be made by February 20, 2012. 

 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

December 31, 2011 through January 8, 2012 
 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38  
  [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;  
  Mt 2:1-12 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR 
PRAYERS THIS WEEK: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pat Bremberger 
Marsha Bush 

Mary Lou Boerger 
Elva Douthat 

Norm Drimmel 
Tom Duffy 

Gene Gallea 
Fran Heinen 

Audrey Jurgens 
Don Rowe 

Fred Luecke 
Janice Manuel 
Ann Marlowe 

Michael Miciotto  
Ray Potkay  

Larry Reifschneider 
Vern Swanson 

TomWelch  
Jewel Whelan 

 
 

Pray for all who care for the ill and infirm. 

 
  Remember the deceased of our parish. 

 May they and all our departed loved ones  
rest in peace. 
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YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

We wish all families a joyous New Year.  
Classes begin on January 4th 

for Teens and January 8th for PS-8th grades. 
 
 

****************************** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“I would like to thank everyone for 
 all the beautiful cards expressing  
sympathy and prayers for my mom   

combined with Christmas greetings!  
It sure made my day. 

Thank you all so very much and have 
 a blessed Christmas and New Year.” 

 
Father Andy 

 
 

************************ 
 
 

             MAH JONGG 
 

Please remember to order your new 
cards through Donna Rospond 

 by January 20, 2012.  
Small print $7, Large print $8. 

 
 

   

      BINGO 
 

   6:30p.m. - Parish Hall 
 

    Thursdays 
 

  January 5th 
January 19th 

 

JACKPOT IS AT $1000.00. 

 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Finance Committee is seeking an 
additional member. The position is open 

to both men and women. The Finance 
Committee appointments are made by 

the Pastor.  If you are interested, please 
submit your information/qualifications 

to the office. 

******************************** 

THANK YOU 
 

A special thanks to parishioner, Diana Fitch  
and the ladies from Hutchinson Realty who 
generously donated food for the food pantry.  

Thank you, it is very much appreciated. 

************************ 

TIME 
 

 Do not squander time, for that is the  
stuff life is made of. 

    
                        -   Benjamin Franklin 
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ADORATION 
 

      Everyone Likes a Party. 
  But a good party requires a good  
  preparation. Heaven is the “The  
  Ultimate Party” and this life is  
  the preparation!  One “surefire”  
way to prepare is Eucharistic  

Adoration.  St. Bernard’s has a beautiful Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel where Jesus waits for you with 
burning love. Can you hear His invitation, “I thirst”? 
 
Come for a little visit often. If you have a desire to 
make a deeper commitment to show your love, 
call 855-6285 or 876-2821 for further information.  

 
 
 
 

**************************** 

 

RCIA UPDATE 
 

Our next scheduled class will be on January 
4th. The topic will be: 

 
Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation 
“Do you know when Christ instituted  

this sacrament?” 
On what two occasions” 

Why do we confess to a human being? 
What is absolution? 

What are your questions regarding  
confession? 

 
“COME AND SEE” 

 
We meet at 7:00p.m. in the Parish  

Hall in Room 203. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME!!!! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
PLEASE WATCH FOR…... 

 
The second collection on the weekend of January 

14-15th will be for Father Barnabas’ religious    
order in India (IMS). The yearly donation  
request is collected to benefit the work of  

the IMS order. We appreciate any donation you 
may wish to give. 

 
 Thank you. 

  
 

************************** 
 

THE BLESSING WE RECEIVE 
 

 The blessing we experience in Christ Jesus  
is proclaimed in Numbers as the special blessing  
for the people of Israel. They and we are to be 

blessed by the invocation of God’s loving kindness, 
the shining glory of God’s face turned toward  

us in love, not away from us in anger.  
We are blessed by God’s own peace!  

  
Our wish and our hope are fulfilled in this blessing, 

which is made visible in the coming of Jesus.  
In Jesus, the image of the invisible God, God’s face 
is shown to us and God’s presence is made known  

to us in faithful and loving kindness.  
-  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

 
Sunday:  The Octave of Christmas; New Year’s 
  Day; Mary, the Most Holy Mother of  
  God;  World Day of Prayer for Peace 
Monday:      Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory  
  Nazianzen 
Tuesday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Wednesday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Thursday:  St. John Neumann 
Friday:  St. André Bessette; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Raymond of Penyafort; First  
  Saturday; Julian Calendar Christmas 
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Care & Share – Outreach Ministry 
 

Care & Share has had a busy and exciting November and December. Our fall food drive was  
very successful.   We gave out 30 Thanksgiving boxes and 30 Christmas boxes of food for the 
less fortunate and still had food to fill both St. Bernard food pantry and Care& Share’s food 

 pantry. Care & Share wrote over $3,500 vouchers for the month of November and over  
$3,500 vouchers for the month of December for utilities, pharmacy, meat, and gasoline 
for doctor’s appointment etc. You can see how much the stores have to make a month  

so we can write this many vouchers. This is the reason why our stores are so important because  
this is where our money comes from so we can write these vouchers.   

St. Bernard volunteers worked both stores the weeks of December 6th thru December 10th and 
December 13th thru December 17th. We had over 60 volunteers for the two weeks.  

Yea for St. Bernard volunteers.  We also have some great volunteers  
from all the churches involved.  

 
We had a young man volunteer these weeks from BYU, he was of great help.  

He stated he would be back next time he got a break.   
 

St. Bernard Thanksgiving collection of $1,320 was very helpful; St Bernard Ladies golf group 
sent a nice donation of $200. First Methodist Youth group sent a donation of $200. First Methodist  

Adult Group sent a Harp’s gift card for $100 to help out with the food boxes. Highlands Methodist sent 
a donation of $ 3,000. We have had so many private donations from the parishioners of St. Bernard  
and other churches.  The Toy Makers of Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista made over 70 toys and 

 donated them to Care and Share for children that were not receiving many gifts this Christmas. We also 
 had three brave men from St. Bernard that braved the Gifts In Kind Toy Grab; Ed Klaeser, Leon Piha  

and Bill Bugner (they can explain this). We have been blessed, but we must remember the need  
is not just there at Christmas time but goes on all year long. Thanks for all everyone has done 

 for Care & Share now and throughout the year. May God Bless you all. Merry Christmas and a  
Blessed New Year. 

 
Next work days for St. Bernard volunteers will be February 7th thru 11th and February 14 thru 18th.  

Think about giving of your time & talent.                
 

Thank You 
 

Your Care & Share Board Members  

Tom & Donna Michener, Bill and Sandy Bugner 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO PARISH MEMBERS 
for JANUARY!!! 

 
 
 
 

             DAY             NAME 
     2     Nadine Duffy 
     3     Sharon Horwart 
     5     Melissa White 
                7     Claude Rochon 
     7     Linda Malloy 
     8     Sam Roller 
     9     Karen Wenzel 
     9     Walt Dowd 
    11     Mary Gallagher 
    11     Robert Schmitz 
    11     Patricia Lowery 
    12     Nelda Tommer 
    12     Isabela Prince 
    13     Dorothy Grelle 
    13     Phyllis Knothe 
    15     Andy Anderson 
    16     Rhianna Prince 
    16     Monty Jones 
    18     Len Rospond 
    18     Jim Ball 
    20     George Zeiler 
    25      Noah Costello 
    25     Ryan Kedrowski 
    25     James Kalchik 
    26     Valerie Ennis 
    27     Don Kuta 
    29     Mary Powers 
    29     Robert Westfall 
    29     Marilyn Fiebig 
    29     Ken DeBauche 
    29     Jim Reinhart 
    30     Tom Buchl 
    31     Paul Kalinowski 
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SAVING GRACE 

 
 

 The Women’s Club will be sponsoring a “shower” for the young women at Saving Grace.   
Items will be collected at their January 13 meeting, or may be dropped off in the Parish Hall prior to this date. 

 
Saving Grace is a transitional home for young women who have aged out of the foster care or group home  
system at age 18.  They are based in the old convent behind the old St. Mary’s Hospital, now the Center for 

Non-Profits.  There they are offered personal growth opportunities in a supportive setting.  The home is a safe 
and caring place to support them, help them grow and to learn to make wise decisions about their future.   

 
When they are prepared to go out on their own, we would like to be able to provide them with neutral  

twin bed sheet sets, bath, hand and face towels, toilet paper and other paper goods.  They are also looking 
 for gently used kitchen items, such as dishes, cookware, utensils, etc.  We are asking the entire parish to 

 help us to shower these young women with these needed items.  Please be generous. 
 

Also, we are inviting all women of the church to attend our January 13 meeting where our  
Religious Education Department (Kay Smith, Carol Howard, Robin Wallace, etc.) will speak on 

 “How can we be helpful?” There will be $20 offered to one lucky woman at this meeting.   
Please come and join the other women of our church. 

 
 

******************************************************************* 
 

13th ANNUAL SUPER BOWL PARTY 
 

St. Bernard parishioners are invited to attend the  
SUPER BOWL PARTY 

in the Parish Hall on Sunday, February 5, 2012. 
 

The game will be shown on the big screen with our LCD projector  
and many additional TVs.  Doors will open at 4:30p.m. 

 
Sandwiches, snacks and set-ups provided.  BYOB with donations for beer and 
wine.  Card tables will be set up for card games, Mah Jongg or whatever you  

wish to play. Tickets are $6.00 each and are required. They can be purchased  
in the Hall starting January 1, 2012 or by calling Dave Clark at 876-5918 or  

Norm Howells at 855-7094. 
 



WHITE                                                            THE OCTAVE DAY OF CHRISTMAS 

  SAINT BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CATHOLIC CHURCH  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION  

During the February 25-26, 2012 masses, three parishioners will be elected to serve on the 
Saint Bernard Parish Pastoral Council. The Parish Pastoral Council assists the Pastor in     
promoting the spiritual growth of the parish community and in planning ways for the parish 
to carry out the mission of the Church.  
 

The Council is a consultative body regulated by the norms issued by the Bishop of the Little 
Rock Diocese as well as a locally-written Covenant. Council members receive first hand         
information on life in the parish and parish activities.  

 
The parishioners elected will replace three Council members whose terms of office have expired.  
Nomination forms will be available in the parish office and published in the church bulletin   
until January 2, 2012. If you wish to nominate a St. Bernard parishioner for service on the  
Parish Pastoral Council, please complete and submit a nomination form. February 2, 
2012, is the deadline for all completed nomination forms to be received by the parish office. 
 If you are nominating a parishioner other than yourself, please obtain the person's consent to 
be a candidate and assurance that he/she will serve as a council member if elected. Interested      
parishioners are encouraged and welcomed to serve the parish through the Council and its   
mission.  
 
The Parish Pastoral Council Covenant requirements for Council membership are that the     
person is: (i) Catholic, (2) at least 18 years of age, and (3) a member of Saint Bernard of      
Clairvaux Parish Community. The nominee should not be a staff member or employee of the 
church, or a person in the immediate family of a council member or a nominee to the council.  

SAINT BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  -  NOMINATION FORM  

To nominate a parishioner for service as a member of the Saint Bernard Parish Pastoral Council,  

please provide the following information about the nominee:  

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

(Every person who is Catholic, at least 18 years of age, and a member of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux Parish Community, is 
eligible to serve as a  member of the Pastoral Council. Article II. Section 1. Saint Bernard of Clairvaux Pastoral Council Covenant) If 
you are nominating a parishioner other than yourself, please obtain the person's consent to be a candidate and assurance that he/she will 
serve as a council member if elected. Completed nomination forms should be delivered to the parish office.  

 
DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 2, 2012. 
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Solemnity of the Mary, the Mother of God 

Remember, Reflect, Respond 
 

This feast has had several names through history.  Most recently, it was called the Feast of the         
Circumcision and then the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus.  The Church finally settled on a more ancient title, 

Mary, the Mother of God.  It also has a secondary title of the Octave of Christmas, the secular title of New 
Years Day, and an honorary title of World Day of Prayer for Peace.  Strangely, the title that is most confusing 

to non-Catholics is the official one. 
 

When we call Mary the Mother of God, we are not saying that she somehow preceded God or is equal 
to God.  We are simply recognizing that her human son Jesus is also the divine Son of God.  We honor Mary 

because God honored her by choosing her to be the mother of Jesus.  In her humble response of “let it be done 
to me,” she agreed to be part of God’s plan for our salvation.  And so today’s gospel records one simple action 

of Mary:  to keep these things in her heart. 
 

Even in this simple sentence we are given a good example of being a disciple.  Like Mary, we need to 
both keep, or remember, what God has done and reflect on what we remember.  First, how much do we       
remember about what God has done for us?  How well do we know the stories of salvation found in the  

scriptures?  How well do we know God’s actions in Church history?  And how much do we remember 
of the personal graces God has given us?  Do we recall the prayers God has answered, the guidance given, the 

love of God that others have shown us, the times He has forgiven us?    
 

Second, how much do we reflect on what God has done?  Even if we have many memories of God’s 
goodness to us, we also need to pray over them and ask ourselves how we have changed because of what God 

has done.  Am I more generous to others?  Do I forgive hurts more readily?  Do I share my faith with my  
family or friends?  Do I support my parish with my time or offerings?  Let us ask God’s help to imitate 

Mary by remembering and reflecting. 
 

 
 

 


